Covid-19 Safety Protocol for Faculty, Staff and Students
Last revised: 9/25/20
All of our processes and protocols align with the Department of Health, CDC and DESE
requirements and recommendations, and in many cases, exceed the recommendations.

MASKS
Masks will be provided by the school all year. The masks are from an FDA-registered
manufacturer and are CE-certified. We will have two a day every day for your child and our
faculty and staff. Children will be able to take mask breaks - all designated, intentional, and
safely guided by the teacher. When needed, for health related or other reasons, we have face
shields we will provide for students and teachers that can be worn along with the masks, but not
as a replacement for the masks.
SOCIAL DISTANCING
Indoor and outdoor classrooms have been set up with six foot social distancing for every
student and their desk space.
COHORTS
Each classroom of students and teachers will stay as a cohort, spending their days together
with their classmates and their teacher(s). No other cohort will join them for any part of the day.
Cohorts have their own entrance and exit door as well as their own bathroom. Most of our
younger grades (Beg-5th) will also have a specialist or teaching fellow assigned specifically to
their cohort. Our teachers of middle school (6th – 8th) will represent one cohort, as they all
teach multiple grades, but the students in those grades (6th – 8th) are each their own cohort.
This does not mean teachers will teach together, but it means they will teach in each of the
three grades.

HANDWASHING
Washing and sanitizing of hands will be a regular occurrence at all grade levels. Visual
reminders for students have been put up around school to build habits of regular handwashing.
CLASSROOM SANITATION
Our janitorial team has increased their daily sanitation procedures. All classrooms are sanitized
daily. We have a special machine to do daily cleaning practices with an EPA safe spray that will
disinfect spaces. Each night a cleaning service comes in to spray/fog every space. During the
day teachers wipe down frequently touched areas within their room such as door knobs. We
have a sanitizer wiping surfaces throughout the day and cleaning bathrooms on a regular
rotation. Teachers (or students with direction from teachers) will also wipe down their desks
before and after snack and lunch.
CLOSED CAMPUS
No parents or other visitors will be able to be on our campus this year except in an emergency,
and there will be strict protocols for when that needs to happen. Faculty and staff will be outside
at the start and end of the day, helping guide students to and from the buildings as they are
dropped off and picked up at school.
OUTDOOR CURRICULUM
Our shared goal is to have fifty percent or more of our academic programming take place
outside this year, using our beautiful campus, for a large portion of our core content across our
Beginner through eighth grade classes outside. Teachers will deliver the Pine Cobble academic
standards in classes that will meet both indoors and outdoors.
MONITORING OF COVID-19 INFECTIOUS RATES IN THE REGION
We have designed a protocol for our decisions that is based on both extensive international
research as well as the work of Harvard University's Global Health Institute. As you will see in
this related link - the colors on the map indicate four levels of risk by area based on cases per
100,000. So long as our surrounding area (western Mass, eastern New York, and southern
Vermont) is in the green or lower yellow range, we will prioritize in-person instruction. Should the
region, unfortunately, move into the upper ranges of the yellow, or orange or red levels, we
would progressively shift to our remote learning program until COVID cases return to lower
levels. At all times, we will adhere to applicable rules and requirements set by Local, State and
Federal officials, meeting or exceeding their level of safety.

DROP OFF AND PICK UP
Parents will not be able to enter buildings for drop off and pick up. There will be staff available to
meet younger students in designated locations and take them into the classroom. And, in the
case of older students, staff will be outside to direct them as needed to the door for their
classroom, as students will come and go by grade through the same door every day.
DAILY HEALTH SYMPTOM CHECKLIST
We will require everyone (faculty, staff and parents for their child) to fill out a daily symptom
checklist each day. It will arrive in your inbox each morning at 6:00 a.m. Should you come to
school without filling it out, you will be required to leave the drop off area and fill the form out
with the school nurse, or leave campus, complete the form, and return once it is complete.
For more in-depth details of any particular process, as well as additional information,
please see the Pine Cobble Covid-19 FAQ document.

